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Bizarre scheme to hide from police

KITCHENER, ONT. / Aman who missed adateina Cam— \
bridge, Ont., courtroom last November went to gréat
lengths to hide from the law, court heard Wednesday.

Barry Kirkpatrick, who was to plead guilty to driving
while disqualified, decided to elude the police by digging
a tunnel under the cement floor of his basement.

Kirkpatrick’s bizarre scheme actually worked for a
while, his lawyer, Tom Brock, said after his client pleaded
guilty to the charge on Wednesday.

Police were in Kirkpatrick’s home in Kitchener several
times and couldn’t find him. He was hunkered down in a
dirt room under his basement. A dresser screwed to the
floor covered the hole in the floor. Kirkpatrick unscrewed
it from inside his tunnel to get out. An air supply and elec-
tricity had been routed to his makeshift room.

“He simply wanted to conceal his whereabouts and
elude detection and arrest on his charges,” Brock said.

Asked why Kirkpatrick didn't just move to another city,
Brock said his client didn’t want to be far from his large
family and his drug supply. Instead, “he commenced the
excavation,” Brock said outside court.

Copper thieves cost company millions

VANCOUVER / Thieves raiding B.C. Hydro installations last

year — three of whom died and one who was badly in-
Jjured — cost the Crown corporation millions, an official
said Wednesday.

Now, the company is fighting back and implementing
measures to deter thefts of copper wire and equipment,
such as spraying items with microdots so items can be
traced, said Elisha Moreno.

High copper prices are driving the rash of thefts, which
police believe are mostly being done by drug addicts.

Pure copper wire might become a thing of the past as
the utility has begun using copper weld — a mixture of
copper and steel which is just as conductive but worth
only pennies a pound and not worth stealing.

Sex may have sunk B.C. ferry

TORONTO / The federal Transportation Safety Board says
it looked into whether sex was taking place on the bridge
of the B.C. ferry Queen of the North when it sank last
year.

Aboard spokesman tells the Toronto Star that scenario
was part of its investigation.

AB.C. Ferries spokesperson acknowledges there has
been speculation about sex playing a role in the sinking,
but wouldn't comment further.

A draft report on the sinking — in which two of the 101
passengers are missing and presumed dead — is to be de-
livered to the board within days.

The draft report goes next to interested parties for com-
ment and a final report is expected in three to six months.
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”Iso servmg Sherwoad Park, Strathcona County, Parkland Cou
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Sherwood Park in Balmoral Heights /

Dream Home hours:

Dream Home Opens Mon- Thurs: 4 p.m. - 8 p.r
Fri: Closed

Saturday’ January 6’ 2007 Sat., Sun., Holiday Monde
For VISA and MasterCard orders only, in Edmonton
L
483-8885 -
Phone lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a we
Other areas call toll-free in Alberta
-
1-877-483-88:
2

To buy tickets online or for more Information
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7 _ sets) of 10 tickets @ 10/$100/set
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Each ticket in a 4 pack or
10 pack must contsin the
same Information

Emait:

My cheque or money order for §
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[ W may use you information to contact you for huture loltaries. rogran
» Ticket orders by cheque - sales cutoff is ten (10) working d






